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February is here and we have been very busy at West Side. We have are in the process of District Assessments, planning for Middle School consolidation and preparing for the Connecticut Mastery Tests. In addition, teachers have been constantly evaluating student progress and making adjustments to accommodate student learning styles.

As most parents know, Connecticut Mastery Testing is required for all public school children. The rules for giving these tests are very stringent and closely monitored. We are told when the tests must be given and instructed as to the conditions with which they can be given.  Each school is required to have 100% participation; if that does not occur, the state can levy strict sanctions against the school district.

Keeping that in mind, we ask that parents look at the Test schedule when it is released and attempt to schedule appointments around the test days or times. Students who miss a test will be required to make it up the day after the test is missed. That could result in a student having to miss a regular class and create further anxiety. Your help in preventing conflicts with the test schedule will be extremely beneficial to your child.

All students will be told that they need to be here every day there is a test scheduled and be here ON TIME (8:05AM). The school will provide a snack and water to each student prior to the morning test. On days we have two tests, the second test will be after lunch. No snack will be provided prior to that test. The test schedule will be published shortly. 

We also ask that parents ensure students get a good night’s sleep and eat well during the test weeks. Studies have proven that a student who gets a good night’s sleep and a student who is well nourished have better results when being tested. 

We all thank you in advance for your help at home with these issues. There is nothing that a student can do at home to prepare for these tests other than be physically and mentally prepared. 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS
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Please inform the school of any home /cell phone number or e-mail address changes. 
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Students are not to receive calls. 
Only in cases of emergency will messages be delivered. 
Students will not be allowed to make phone calls except for
emer​gency reasons.
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Any cell phone possessed by a student must be secured in the student’s locker and turned off during the school day.  In no case should a cell phone be used, by a student, inside the school for any purpose.  
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Team 6 has begun the Breadwinner Project.   The students in LA are learning about point of view and author’s purpose as well as vocabulary and context.  The other core subjects are reinforcing and applying the skills in our classes.  We are also making connections in all the other subjects to the book.
In math, we are beginning our Superbowl Project.  It will begin in class the first week in February and is due on February 13.  This project involves math and Language Arts and addresses the students’ multiple intelligence.  The questions can be answered using the internet or the newspaper.

Art horn is coming on February 2nd to discuss weather with our sixth graders.  The students will listen to presentations and watch weather videos. 
VIP is still continuing through the end of the year with follow up lessons.   They are coming once a month in each of the core classes.  There will be an award ceremony at the end of the year, we will keep you posted as to the date.  

Please check your child’s agenda book and make sure they have all the supplies that they need to be successful in school.  This includes assignments, SSR books, pencils, agenda book, etc.  We are finding that students are not coming to class with the necessary materials on a regular basis.
Seventh Grade [image: image2.wmf]
    In Social Studies, the 7th grade has been learning about the Middle Ages and the Renaissance.  During the month of February, we will explore the Age of Monarchs and the history of revolutions.  Students should be studying the information learned in class for at least 15 minutes each night.

    During February, 7th grade science classes will continue to study simple machines, force, and work through lab work and projects. We will build Trebuchets and finish the unit by learning about Newton’s three laws of motion.

        For the month of February, all seventh grade mathematics students will be working on class assignments for Fractions, Decimals, Percents, and other related topics. The Math 7 classes will continue to prepare for the CMT series in March. 

     In Language Arts class, we are continuing with our class read of Red Kayak, a novel by Priscilla Cummings.  Brady, our protagonist, has a very difficult decision to make that will greatly change his life and his relationship with his family and friends. In Because of Winn Dixie by Kate DiCamillo, Opal encounters many new and unusual friends.   In addition, we are preparing for four subtests on the CMT’s.  The tests are:  Direct Assessment of Writing, Editing and Revising, Degrees of Reading Power, and Reading Comprehension.  As you can see, we are very busy!
FOR SALE

WEST SIDE MIDDLE SCHOOL YEARBOOKS 

PRICE:  Starting at $30
For information, see Ms. Ryall or the Secretary in the Main Office.
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NOTES FROM THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT      
CONGRATULATIONS to all members of Chorus, West Side Singers, and Strings who performed in two concerts last week! Your hard work paid off! You sounded great!! 

OUR NEXT CHORUS/WEST SIDE SINGERS CONCERT is Wednesday, May 30th at 7PM at West Side. We will also perform during the school day on Friday, June 1st.

CONTACT Ms. Mitchill at 449-5630, extension 244 or kmitchill@groton.k12.ct.us with any questions.
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The Annual Pizza/Amistad Movie Family Night that was to be held at 5:30 on February 10th is being rescheduled.  A new permission slip with current information will be sent home as soon as we have our new date. Please look for this soon in the backpack cave. Remember, it is important to place your reservation in order to get an accurate pizza count. Amistad is sorry for any inconvenience this change of date has caused and we would like to thank you for your continued support. Please feel free to call if you have any questions about Amistad.

 Thank you!

 Miss Abrahamson 860-449-5630 x223
SPECIAL PTO MEETING

Wednesday, February 15 Immediately after school from 3 PM to 3:45 PM

Location: Media Center

Special Presentation by students on SMOKING PREVENTION.

Our West Side students have made posters and produced short videos displaying their version of WHY people should not smoke.  This presentation is supported by the West Side Wellness Committee and the Groton School District Wellness Committee in collaboration with The Ledge Light Health District Tobacco Grant to help deter people from smoking.

COME AND SUPPORT OUR STUDENTS WHO WANT TO MAKE A STAND ON

SMOKING PREVENTION.

Student Council News

[image: image10.wmf]Student Council has completed a successful School-wide Food Drive during which the students and staff at West Side raised over 330 non-perishable items that will be donated to the Groton Food Locker to help local families in need.

Members of the Student Council are currently working on several upcoming activities including a Spring Dance. If you have suggestions for the Spring Dance please submit them to Ms. Hainline, Mr. Ilvento or your grade’s Student Representatives. 

TRACK NEWS

There will be an informational meeting for all students interested in participating in Boys’ and Girls’ Track & Field beginning in March. The meeting will be held on Wednesday,  February 22, 2012 in Room 47 after school until late bus. Please see Mr. Ilvento with any questions. 
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Chess Club
When:  Every Monday from 2:45 – late bus

Where: Room 28 (Mr. Patalano’s room)

Beginners and Chess Masters welcome
CALENDAR

2      Mr. Art Horn visits Grade 6
7
Faculty Meeting
9
DAR Luncheon

14
Data Team Mts. – 3pm

15
PTO Meeting – 3pm

20
President’s Day – NO SCHOOL

21 
Professional Dev. – NO school for students
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